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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 24-27, 29-34, 37-41 , 52, and 54-58 are pending in the Instant Application 
and have been examined. This Office Action is directed towards the Applicant's 
response filed February 28, 2007. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on February 28, 2007 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of the patent being reexamined which would extend beyond the expiration date 
of US 7,015,388 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been 
recorded. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The indicated allowability of claims 24-27, 29-34, 37-41, 52, and 54-58 is 
withdrawn in view of the newly discovered reference(s) to Taruguchi, US 6,209,096 
(submitted with the Applicant's supplemental IDS). Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 24-27, 29-32, 34, and 38-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Taruguchi, US 6,209,096 (submitted witli the Applicant's supplemental 
IDS). Taruguchi teaches: 

As for claim 24, a method for changing electronic information (abstract), said 
method comprising: a step of inputting first information comprising a plurality of event 
data (col. 8 lines 1-10, 40-47, col. 2 lines 20-37); a step of inputting second information 
indicative of an information change scheme (col. 8 lines 1-40, col. 2 lines 20-37); a step 
of incorporating said second information dispersed ly into said first information by 
changing contents of at least part of the event data on the basis of said second 
information (col. 2 lines 55-67, col. 8 lines 40-47, col. 10 lines 13-57); and a step of 
changing a portion of said first information, where said second information is not 
positioned, in accordance with the information change scheme indicated by said second 
information (col. 8 lines 1-10, col. 10 line 45-col. 11 line 50). 

As for claim 25, a method as recited in claim 24 which further comprises a step of 
incorporating predetermined additional information into said first information (col. 8 lines 
40-47). 
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As for claims 26 and 27, the claims are directed towards the apparatus that 
carries out the method of claim 24, and the computer program product that instructs the 
apparatus of claim 26 to carry out the method of claim 24. Claims 26 and 27 recite 
substantially the same limitations as claim 24 and are thereby rejected on the same 
basis as that claim. 

As for claim 29, a method of decoding and reproducing changed electronic 
information (abstract), said method comprising: a step of receiving changed electronic 
information to be decoded and reproduced (col. 10 lines 60-67), said changed electronic 
information being information obtained by changing, in accordance with an information 
change scheme indicated by second information (col. 2 lines 40-67, col. 8 lines 1-10), 
first information comprising a plurality of event data (col. 2 lines 20-37, col. 8 lines 1-10, 
40-47) wherein said second information is incorporated dispersedly in said first 
information by contents of at least part of the event data included in said first infomiation 
being changed on the basis of said second information (col. 2 lines 40-67, col. 8 lines 1- 
10, 40-47), and a portion of said first information, where said second information is not 
incorporated, has contents changed in accordance with the information change scheme 
indicated by said second information (col. 8 lines 1-47); a step of reproducing, from the 
inputted changed electronic information, said second information dispersedly 
incorporated in said first information (col. 10 line 45-col. 1 1 line 50); and a step of 



Application/Control Number: 09/912,897 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2137 

decoding the portion of said first information, where said second information is not 
positioned, on the basis of said second information decoded by said step of decoding, 
to thereby reproduce said first information (col. 10 line 45-col. 11 line 50). 

As for claims 30 and 31, the claims recite the apparatus and computer-program 
product for directing the apparatus of claim 30 in decoding the information decoded by 
the method of claim 29. Claims 30 and 31 recite substantially the same limitations as 
claim 29 and are rejected on the same basis as that claim. 

As for claim 32, a method as recited in claim 24 wherein said plurality of event 
data of said first information is classified into at least two characteristic groups 
according to data characteristics thereof (col. 8 lines 40-47), and said second 
information is incorporated redundantly into said at least two characteristic groups (col. 
8 lines 10-67) 

As for claim 34, a method as recited in claim 29 wherein said plurality of event 
data of said first information is classified into at least two characteristic groups 
according to data characteristics thereof (col. 8 lines 1-10, 40-47), and said second 
information is incorporated redundantly into said at least two characteristic groups (col. 
8 lines 10-67). 
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As for claim 38, a metliod as recited in claim 25 wherein said first information is 
music performance information and said predetermined additional information contains 
data representative of any one of a text message, still picture, moving picture and sound 
message (col. 8 lines 40-47). 

As for claim 39, a method as recited in claim 29 wherein said electronic 
information to be decoded is transmitted via a communication network, in a form of a 
real-time data stream (col. 10 lines 64-67); wherein said step of receiving said electronic 
information of the real-time data stream transmitted via the communication network (col. 
10 lines 64-67); wherein said step of reproducing reproduces said second information, 
from said electronic information of the real-time data stream received via the 
communication network (col. 11 lines 1-15); and wherein said step of decoding 
decodes, on the basis of said second information reproduced by said step of 
reproducing, a portion of said first information where said second information is not 
incorporated and which is included in said electronic information of the real-time data 
stream received via the communication network to thereby decode said first information 
(col. 10 line 45 through col. 11 line 50). 

As for claim 40, a method as recited in claim 29 wherein predetermined 
additional information other than said second is incorporated into said first information 
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(col. 8 lines 10-67); and wherein said method further comprises a step of detecting said 
predetermined additional information from the first information and a step of displaying 
said predetermined additional information detected by said step of detecting (col. 10 line 
45 to col. 11 line 50). 

As for claim 41, a method as recited in claim 40 wherein said first information is 
music performance information and said predetermined additional information contains 
data representative of any one of a text message, still picture, moving picture and sound 
message (col. 8 lines 40-47). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 54-58 are allowed. 

7. Claims 33, 37, and 52 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul E. Callahan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3869. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 



number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is: (571) 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



supervisor, Emmanuel Moise, can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 



/Paul Callahan/ 
September 27, 2007 
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